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Dawson donates another $100,000 for LSUS 
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First Matel and Bessie Dawson Scholarship recipients were all smiles after getting their plaques. 
From left: Dot Vu, Yolanda Douglas, Teresa Jackson, Cheryl Sochotsky, Karla Canizaries, Quashanta 
Alee, Denitra Moore, Melissa Wichman, and Christine Barrow. 


Kathy Pratt 
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Well, he may not be St 
Nick, but he is a jolly, old, 
rosy-cheeked, chubby man 
who is always in the giving 
mood. Last year Matel 
Dawson, Jr, a Ford Motor 
Company forklift operator in 


Detroit, Mich., donated 
$100,000 to LSUS for an 
endowed scholarship fund to 
be named after his parents, 
Matel Dawson, Sr. and Bessie 
Hall Dawson. 

And now he’s back again 
with another $100,000 for an 
LSUS endowed scholarship 
kind to be named after himself. 


Dawson, who was bom in 
Shreveport in 1922, has 
donated over $900,000 for 
higher education. Ironically, 
Dawson never made it 
beyond the ninth grade, 
because his parents sent him 
to live with a relative in 
Michigan, hoping he would 
find work with the Ford 


Motor Company, 
Dawson is a self-made 
man who has earned 
his money from work¬ 
ing overtime, double 
shifts, and investing in 
Ford Motor Company 
stock. This 75 year-old 
promoter of education 
still works as a rigger 
for Ford, lives in a one- 
bedroom apartment, 
and drives a Ford 
Escort. 

Dawson described 
himself to be like Duke 
Ellington: “you never 
know what music he’s 
gonna write. It’s 
unpredictable, and it’s 
unpredictable what I 
may do for LSUS.” 

At a press conference 
on Monday honoring 
him, Dawson was pre¬ 
sented awards for his 
generosity from LSUS, 
Mayor “Bo” Williams, 
the Greater Shreveport 
Chamber of 

Commerce, and Governor 
Mike Foster (represented by 
House of Representatives 
Buddy Shaw and Wayne 
Waddell.) 

But Dawson was not the 
only recipient at the event. 
Ten LSUS students were 
awarded the first scholarships 
that come from Dawson’s 


contributions. The recipients 
were Quashanta Alee, 
Christina Barrow, Karla 
Canizaries, Milton Dias, 
Yolanda Douglas, Teresa 
Jackson, Denitra Moore, 
Cheryl Sochotsky, Dat Vu, 
and Melissa Wichman. 
These students were chosen 
based on earning at least 30 
hours, proven financial need, 
and a selection by the 
Financial Aid Scholarship 
Committee. 

“This was such an honor 
because so few of us were 
chosen,” said recipient Karla 
Canizaries, a junior biology 
major. 

Another recipient, senior 
sociology major Cheryl 
Sochotskr, had no idea how 
she was selected. I was very 
shocked and excited when I 
found out,” Sochotski said. 

Each of the students 
received $1,000 scholarships. 
Dr. Gloria Raines, who pre¬ 
sented the scholarships, feels 
that it is great to give other 
students besides freshmen an 
opportunity to receive a 
scholarship. “Most scholar¬ 
ships are always only avail¬ 
able to starting freshman and 
this gives others a chance,” 
Raines said. 

Matel Dawson may not be 
St. Nick, but is certainly a 
saint in the eyes of LSUS. 


LSUS students recognized for their nonprofit work 


Howard Hart 
Aimagest 

Two LSUS students were 
recognized for outstanding 
performances in their work 
with nonprofit organiza¬ 
tions at the American 
Humanics. Management 
Institute. 

Recent meeting in 
Denver, Colo. Dr. Norman 
Dolch, an LSUS history and 
social sciences professor, 
acted as associate dean this 
year and hopes to con¬ 
tribute to the next meeting 
as well. 


Melanie Haldy, a senior 
sociology major, took home 
honors in strategic plan¬ 
ning. Shana Dyche, a junior 
general studies, was hon¬ 
ored for skill in grant writ¬ 
ing. The work that went 
into preparing their presen¬ 
tations may aid them in 
finding jobs with a nonprof¬ 
it organization after gradua¬ 
tion. 

While Dolch did not 
speak specifically about the 
students’ presentations, he 
did offer some generalities 
regarding their work. He 
cited an internship with 


Goodwill services that has 
been a considerable help to 
Dyche “in her understand¬ 
ing of how nonprofits oper¬ 
ate.” 

Dyche has not yet com¬ 
pleted her course work in 
grant writing. “Other LSUS 
course work, coupled with 
her experience at Goodwill, 
had given her the knowl¬ 
edge she needed to success¬ 
fully write such a meaning¬ 
ful grant,” Dolch said. He 
indicated that such an 
accomplishment, without 
specific instruction in the 
area of grant writing, is a 


strong example of the qual¬ 
ity of the Humanics cur¬ 
riculum at LSUS. 

When asked what he 
hoped would be his most 
significant contribution to 
this year’s proceedings, 
Dolch said he would most 
iike to “design a meaning¬ 
ful and unique learning 
experience . . . helping to 
provide some continuity in 
terms of theme and con¬ 
cerns.” Dolch also said that 
he would like to “be 
responsive to student input. 
After all, it is not for the 
benefit of the faculty, but 


the student.” 

Dolch continued, saying 
that when nonprofit con¬ 
cerns send their members to 
the gatherings, they get an 
opportunity to interact with 
the students. 

Students hoping to com¬ 
plete studies in the disci¬ 
pline are required to attend 
at least one of the two year¬ 
ly gatherings held by the 
institute. The agenda of 
each gathering is prepared 
according to what the insti¬ 
tute’s guidance committee 
wants to accomplish and 
uses student input to help. 
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Harold Holzer will present his lecture 
“The image of Abraham Lincoln as 
COMMANDER-IN-CH lEE” SATURDAY, FEB. 14 AT 

10 a.m. in the UC Theater. The fourth annu¬ 
al Lincoln Lecture is an on-going effort to 

INCREASE AWARENESS AND PROMOTE APPRECIA¬ 
TION of the American heritage. Holzer is 

ONE OF NATION’S LEADING AUTHORITIES ON THE 
POLITICAL CULTURE OF THE CIVIL WAR ERA, 

Holzer is the vice president for communi¬ 
cations for the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art and has authored, co-authored and 
edited several books. He has also an exten¬ 
sive career as a consultant and commenta¬ 
tor as specialist on Lincoln on C-SPAN, 
A&E, and ABC. In addition to the books he 
has authored and co-authored, Holzer has 

WRITTEN MORE THAN 250 ARTICLES TO MAGA¬ 
ZINES AND SCHOLARLY JOURNALS. 


Tavis Smiley, the host of BET Tonight on 
Black Entertainment Television , and author 
of critically acclaimed book “Hard Left: 
Straight Talk About the Wrongs of the 
Right.” In addition, Smiley offers his polit¬ 
ical commentary on the Tom Joiner Morning 
Show , syndicate by the ABC Radio Network , 
and The Smiley Report, syndicated by the 
American Urban Radio Network. Smiley, a 
graduate from Indiana University, was pre¬ 
viously Tom Bradley’s, former mayor of 
Los Angeles, top aid. He has also been a 
guest on CNN, Geraldo, Politically 
Incorrect , and World NEws Tonight with 
Peter Jennings. Time selected Smiley as one 
of America’s 50 most promising young lead¬ 
ers UNDER THE AGE OF 40. THE NEW YORK POST 
wrote, “Look out Larry King, here comes 
Tavis Smiley!” and Buzz rates him one of the 
“100 COOLEST PEOPLE IN LOS ANGELES.” EBONY 
PROFILED HIM AS ONE OF THE BLACK AMERICA’S 
FUTURE LEADERS. AND HE IS HERE ON CAMPUS, 

Feb. 6, @ 7:30 p.m. in the UC Theater! 
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NEED EXTRA 

MONEY? 

Make Money with your voice 
by calling people on the 
phone. Must have a clear 
speaking voice. Excellent 
part time income potential. 

Let us show you how. 

Call Mike or Debbie 
at 869-4700. 

Call today 
start tomorrow. 


LSUS hosts a state-wide substance 
abuse specialist certificate program 


Natoya Alee 
Almagest 

Counselors, social work¬ 
ers, law enforcement per¬ 
sonnel and other profes¬ 
sionals from around 
Louisiana assembled in the 
University Center’s 

Caddo/Bossier Room to 
attend a workshop by 
author and lecturer Dr. 
Greg Little, 

The six hour workshop 
was one of a seven series 
Substance Abuse Specialist 
Certificate Program spon¬ 
sored by the LSUS division 
of continuing education. 
Employees of criminal jus¬ 
tice agencies and others 
whose jobs involve interac¬ 
tion with “high risk” youths 
and adults can apply the 
information from the work¬ 


shop to their daily work 
tasks. 

Barbara A. Guice, an 
educator at Hamilton 
Terrace Adult Learning 
Center, attended Friday’s 
workshop entitled, 

“Understanding the Abuse 
Cycle in Violent and 
Aggressive Substance 
Abusers.” Guice has regis¬ 
tered for all seven work¬ 
shops and will use what she 
learns to better relate to her 
students abusing drugs. 

Little noted in his presen¬ 
tation that by age 16, fifty 
percent of juveniles use 
alcohol regularly and 25 
percent of that same age 
group use marijuana. 

His statistics are based 
on a study that beginning in 
1986 tracked 4,000 seven 
year olds, considered to be 


at high risk for substance 
abuse and delinquency, up 
to the age of young adult¬ 
hood. 

Little is no stranger to the 
staggering results of such 
tests. He has over twenty 
years of experience in the 
area of substance abuse. 
His background of exper¬ 
tise includes establishing 
the first treatment program 
for incarcerated drunk dri¬ 
ving offenders, ten years as 
the Director of Drug and 
Alcohol Programs in 
Memphis, Tenn., and the 
co-developer of the Moral 
Reconation Therapy (MRT) 
program. Little has 
received national acclaim 
for his treatment behavioral 
workbooks and projects, he 
will be the instructor for the 
six remaining workshops. 


Movie-goers’ heaven opens in the fall 


Byron Reeves 
Almagest 

Movie-going in 

Shreveport will be a new 
experience, thanks to a 
Dallas-based firm’s plan to 
build a new type of theater. 

Cinemark USA, Inc 
will open its new 
Tinseltown Movies 17 the¬ 
ater this fall, to be located 
at the comer of Bert Kouns 
Expressway and Youree 
Drive. The theater will be 
behind the new Super Wal- 
Mart and El Chico. 

The theater will feature 
stadium-style seating, 
which involves wider 
spaces (45 inches) between 
rows, and rows of seats 
arranged 16 inches higher 
than preceding rows, to 
allow better, unobstructed 
viewing. This arrangement 
is similar to balcony seat¬ 
ing at the Strand Theater in 
downtown Shreveport. 
Seats will also feature 
extra padding and cup rests 
built into the arms. 

Cinemark’s Randy 
Hester, vice-president of 
marketing and communi¬ 
cations, said the seating 
arrangement was 

“designed with comfort in 
mind.” 

“No one wants to have 
an obstructed view of the 
screen, ...design was dri¬ 


ven by what customers 
want,” Hester said “Seats 
will have high backs and 
will rock, like a rocking 
chair.” 

Twenty-five such the¬ 
aters will be built this year 
in the United States, and 
40 more will be built inter¬ 
nationally. A Cinemark 
theater recently hosted the 
Sundance Film Festival in 
Park City, Utah, according 
to Hester, The Sundance 
Festival was created by 
Robert Redford, who co- 
starred with Paul Newman 
in “Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Kid.” 

Hester said the local the¬ 
ater may host midnight 
movies and/or film festi¬ 
vals in future summers, 
“depending on the mar¬ 
ket,” but declined to 
say whether the the¬ 
ater would host 
screenings of 
“The Rocky 
Horror Picture 
Show.” 

Hester could not 
say what projected 
ticket prices will be, 
but said they should be “at 
or below local prices.” 

Cinemark’s intention 
is to make the moviego¬ 
ers’ experiences as 
comfortable and 
enjoyable as possi¬ 
ble, in a state-of- 


the-art theater. Gus 
Drosos, a representative of 
the architectural firm that 
designed the building, said 
the new theater would not 
be like an IMAX theater, 
but would bring to 
Shreveport a movie-going 
experience of a new order 
The 59,000 square foot 
building will seat 3,100 
people before 17 screens. 
A digital sound system and 
up-to-four-days in advance 
computerized ticket sales 
will add to viewers’ enjoy; 
ment and convenience. 

Proximity to LSUS was 
an important factor in 
locating the new theater. 
“Many of the new theaters 
are being located 
near col- 
leges, 
because 
students 
are our 
biggest cus- 
t o m e r s, ” 
Hester said. 
Interested 
parties can 
visit 
Cinemark 
on the 
Internet at 

\\ .J‘riie- 
iniVrK .»• t>ri! 

The theater 
opens Labor 
Day 
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Cheaters steal from hard¬ 
working students and faculty 


Stephen C. Smith 
A lm agest 

The committee for acade¬ 
mic discipline is reviewing 
university policy on acade¬ 
mic dishonesty and plans to 
present their revisions at the 
next faculty-senate meeting 
at 1:30 p.m., Feb. 17 at the 
university center. 

The current policy, which 
is included in the student 
handbook, requires separate 
hearings in the event a stu¬ 
dent is cited for academic 
dishonesty in more than one 
department. 

“The process for dealing 
with cheating is awkward 
and the committee was cre¬ 
ated to fix it,” said 
Dr. Gloria Raines, vice 
chancellor for student 
affairs. 

While the definition of 
academic dishonesty will 
not be changed, the com¬ 
mittee is making policy 
revisions in an effort to cen¬ 
tralize the process and make 
it possible to conduct one 


hearing to address all alle¬ 
gations in a given situation. 

“When the process is 
completed and approved, 
workshops will be imple¬ 
mented to show teachers 
how to deal with various 
situations,” Raines said. 
She also stated that this 
temporary committee was 
not formed in reaction to 
any increase in academic 
dishonesty hearings at the 
university. Raines said that 
the university deals with an 
average of five cases per 
year 

However, academic dis¬ 
honesty remains a subject 
of concern for both 
students and admin- 
i s t r a t o r s . 
Alphonzo Miller, 
an MBA student, 
said cases of 
academic dis¬ 
honesty are noth¬ 
ing unusual. 

“During my 
undergraduate 
studies I saw a lot 
of different exam¬ 


ples (of cheating) ranging 
from people having copies 
of actual tests to a student 
taking an exam a day later 
so they can talk to other 
classmates who took the 
exam when it was sched¬ 
uled,” Miller said. 

Business Professor Amy 
Oakes Wren cites examples 
such as: a student writing 
answers on a desk in pencil 
prior to a test and another 
student who took an exam 
under an assumed name in a 
morning class and again 
under their name in 
the evening ses¬ 
sion. 

“When peo¬ 
ple cheat, they are 
stealing from 
other students. If 
they would spend 
as much time 
studying as 
they do creat¬ 
ing new inno¬ 
vations on 
cheating, they 
wouldn’t have to 
cheat,” Wren said. 





If students who cheat would use all the time they 
spend making notes and inventing new ways to cheat 
on test on studying , they wouldn 1 have to cheat says 
Professor Amy Oakes Wren from College of Business. 



For Sale 

1994 Geo 
Four Door 
5 Speed w/air 
AM/FM w/Tape 
72,800 miles 
$ 3,600 

(318)632-0443 


Spring Break 
Mazatlan‘98 
R/T airfare, 7 night hotel, 
and transfers from $379!! 
Sign up now for 15 free 

MEALS and FREE DRINKS. 

Don’t miss out an the 
hotest spat in Mexico. 
Call College Tours 
taday! 800-244-4463, or 
visit our website at: 
www.CollegeTours.com 


Police tough on regulations 


Jay Biggs 
Almagest 

You may have noticed 
our boys in blue guarding 
the parking lot since the 
beginning of the semes¬ 
ter. Their purpose is not 
one of intimidation, but 
rather one of enforcing 
the rules and regulations. 
The officers’ presence 
lets students know 
that violations of 
the parking rules 
will not be tolerat¬ 
ed. 

Continuous vio¬ 
lations have made 
tougher enforce¬ 
ment necessary 
Other steps have 
also been taken to 
ensure that new 
students under¬ 
stand the rules. 

Bright orange 
cones are in place 
to identify desig¬ 
nated parking 
areas and, earlier 
in the semester, a barri¬ 
cade blocked student 


entrance to faculty park¬ 
ing. 

These tougher mea¬ 
sures are warnings, and 
as the semester gets 
under way, they will be 
removed. According to 
Ronald Parker, the cam¬ 
pus police chief, “soon 
tickets will do the talk¬ 
ing.” 

When Parker was 



hired, in 1993, he 
said he found that 
students and faculty 
blatantly violated 
parking rules. “Some 
went as far as to park 
on the grass and in 
fire lanes,” Parker said. 
Originally, a minor park¬ 


ing violation, such as a 
student parking in a fac¬ 
ulty spot, warranted a 
five-dollar fine. Those 
tickets went largely 
ignored, which resulted 
in the fine being raised to 
$15. Major parking vio¬ 
lations, like parking in 
the grass or on fire lanes, 
can now cost you as 
much as $50. 

The campus police 
have paid a lot of over¬ 
time to make their 
presence known on 
campus this semes¬ 
ter, but contrary to 
what you might 
think, the campus 
police are not here to 
harass you. In fact, 
Parker said that if there is 
any question as to 
whether an officer should 
write a ticket, “the officer 
won’t write it.” 

Currently, the campus 
police operate with seven 
officers, 24 hours a day. 
All officers are commis¬ 
sioned by the state, and 
are trained accordingly. 
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to keep the campus informed 

(al-ma-gest**) n. 

:any of several great early medieval treatises on a brach of 
knowledge (as the 9 th century Arabic translation of Ptolemy !s 
Greek work on astronomy). 

— Webster s Third New International Dictionary 
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American College Press 
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Anonymous letters will not 
be printed by Almagest 

The Almagest is a vehicle for free speech on this 
campus. Your Letters to the Editor can open the door 
for dialogue on any issue, whether it is a school issue 
or a personal one that you would like to share with the 
student body. 

A recent Letter to the Editor may have sought to do 
just that, but will not be printed because the author 
wished to remain anonymous. Because the Almagest 
could not verify any of the information in the letter 
and did not know the name of the author or his or her 
motives, the letter was not appropriate for print. 

The letter in question was an open letter to the stu¬ 
dent body. It described a recent classroom incident in 
which a male student asked a female student out on a 
date. The author of the letter alleges that, upon refusal 
of this date, the male student slandered the female stu¬ 
dent. 

The author never gives any of the names of the peo¬ 
ple involved. All of this information was given to “let 
people know what kind of people go here full time.” 
He or she said this is oneway rumors start, and went 
on to say that this possible rumor could ruin a life. 

If the author had written his or her name on the let¬ 
ter, it might have lent more credibility to it. As it was 
submitted, it looked as though the author was trying to 
avenge the wrong that was done this young lady. 

However, without a willingness to come forward 
with his or her name, the author reduces the appear¬ 
ance of the letter to that of an angry girl lashing out at 
her slanderer. There is a time and place for that, but it 
is not in the Almagest, and not as an anonymous letter 


It claims good people. 

UNTREATED 

DEPRESSION 

tt i Cause of Suicide 

Public Service message from SAWE (Suicide A .vare n es s 1 'Vbtces ol Education) flttpiV/WWW.save.org 


New student organization on campus 



Creighton Cathey, senior, pre-nursing, on guitar, and Brian Addie, sophomore, occupa¬ 
tional therapy, on bass are both students at LSUS and entertain at Chi Alpha s meetings. 


Jay Biggs 
Feahjme 

Last fall, LSUS welcomed 
Chi Alpha, a new religious 
organization, to the campus. 
Unlike traditional fraterni¬ 
ties and sororities, Chi 
Alpha is open to everyone. 
There are open meetings 
and no dues to pay. The sole 
function of this organization 
is to bring people closer to 
God. 

Full legitimacy was 
obtained by charter 
approval from the State 
Assembly of God Offices, 
the national Chi Alpha 
board and the Student 
Organization on campus. 
This organization is headed 
by one our fellow students. 
His name is David 
Lubofsky and he is a sopho¬ 
more speech major. 

Lubofsky transferred 
from Northeast Louisiana 
University in the fall of last 
year. From the start, David 
noticed that there was a lack 
of what he calls a “genuine 
Christian atmosphere” here 
on campus. He wanted to 
change that. 

He started attending a 
local church and met what 
would become the nucleus 
of the Chi Alpha organiza¬ 
tion. Kelly Haney and her 
boyfriend Creighton 

Cathey, both LSUS stu¬ 
dents, befriended Lubofsky 
and helped him form the 
organization. These people 
are among leaders, who are 
“far better to lead than I in 


this group,” said Lubofsky. 

Lubofsky believes that 
god selected him to get Chi 
Alpha started. On Sept 4, 
1997, Chi Alpha received 
its official charter. Two and 
a half months earlier, 
Lubofsky was not even in 
Shreveport. “Everyone I’ve 
dealt with at this school has 
helped tremendously,” 
Lubofsky said. 

Chi Alpha is an organiza¬ 
tion that prides itself on 
being very inclusive, and is 
committed to one hour of 
group prayer a week. The 
weekly meetings are on 
Thursday nights at 7:30 in 
the Webster room of the 
UC. XA welcomes anyone 
to come to the meetings, 
even if they do not attend 
school here. 

No Feb. 26, the 
Grambling chapter of Chi 
Alpha will visit the campus 
and do a program here. 
Lubofsky said that there 
would be food and fun for 


those who attend. He said 
that this is an invitation to 
leam about the customs of 
different Christian faiths. 
The program will be held in 
the UC, and is free to all. 

If you do not feel that you 
are not part of the group, or 
you do not fit in with any, 
you might with Chi Alpha 
This is an opportunity to 
meet new friends who share 
a common interest in God. 
No one will judge you by 
what you wear, or whom 
you go out with. In fact, 
“the exact opposite is true 
with Chi Alpha. We are all 
equal in the eyes of God, 
and everyone is more than 
welcome,” said Lubofsky. 

There are other religious 
organizations on campus, 
but this is the first one that 
is truly non-denominational, 
according to Lubofsky. You 
might say that it is a free- 
marketplace of 

Christianity.” Give it a try, 
you might just like it. Peace. 


Letters Policy 

The Almagest requests your reactions through 
Letters to the Editor. Letters should be typed and dou¬ 
ble spaced. Please include your name, classification, 
and major field of study. 

Letters should be submitted to the Almagest office, 
BH 344, by 5 p.m. on Fridays preceding the Thursday 
publication date. Obscene, libelous and cmonymous 
letters will not be printed. The Almagest reserves the 
right to edit letters. 

Letters and columns published on the editorial 
page do not necessarily reflect the ideas and opinions 
of the A lmagest 
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Should we focus on the state of the nation, or blame the relation? 



By Mark Anderson 

anuary 21, 1998 is a day that will forever 
haunt Bill Clinton. For on this winter day the 
headlines would not be kind. Allegations of 
affairs, obstruction of justice, and peijury 
would mark the beginning of a media blitz. 
Although presidential scandals are not a new reve¬ 
lation, one of this magnitude has not been seen for 
25 years. 

The president and the press have enjoyed a 
special relationship in the past. As a result, the treat¬ 
ment of the president has been more than fair. From 
the beginning of Clinton’s administration, the press 
has shown an enormous amount of restraint. Instead 
of energetically seeking the truth, they would often ask “softball” questions 
to all but kill any allegations of wrongdoings on issues ranging from 
Whitewater to the White House Travel Office blunders. 

The hard hitting journalism tactics that were evident during past adminis¬ 
trations were missing during his first five years in office. So, when the press 
went on the offensive, the president was unsure as to how to respond. But, 
the Clinton camp returned to the politicizing art of accusing the accuser — 
an art they perfected. So enters Kenneth Starr, the lead independent counsel, 
who was appointed by a three-judge panel and U.S. Attorney General Janet 
Reno (a fact that James Carville and other critics of Starr’s tend to overlook). 
Nevertheless, Starr has become the new whipping boy for the left wing. 
Moreover, the first lady has even accused Starr of being a segment of a “vast 
right wing conspiracy” to destroy the president. 

However, the most disturbing aspect of this affair has not been the left 
wing’s attempt to place the blame on anyone other than Clinton, but rather 
the moral complacency that a certain faction of the American people have 
displayed. As the allegations emerged, some were quick to lash out with cyn¬ 
icism, Their cynicism did not originate from the idea that our president 
would behave in such a manner, but that the allegations were even being dis¬ 
cussed, Their idea that the private life of the president has no bearing on his 
daily duties is not only false, but beside the point. 

The alleged affair with Monica Lewinsky is not where the serious charges 
exist, but rather in the allegations that Clinton obstructed justice and com¬ 
mitted peijury. If the President finds it difficult to tell the truth under oath, 
then what should refrain him from lying to the American people on a regu¬ 
lar basis. Furthermore, the media has an obligation to report the news that is 
of interest to the American people, and the blatant disregard for the law that 
the president seems to have displayed certainly meets that characteristic. 

When we force our leaders to abide by the same laws as ourselves, it 
enhances our democracy. Furthermore, it shows that our unique government 
is one in which all are treated equally under the law. When we argue that the 
president’s illegal actions are superseded in importance by his title of presi¬ 
dent, then we might as well argue that our form of government is not 
a good one. . 

The President is not our master, to whom we must serve. He is * 
not, nor has any other president been, above the law. However, 
there are those that claim that he should be exempted from the law 
because of the present state of our economy. Yet, by doing this 
we would be committing a costly error. We can not afford to 
turn our heads, when the president is acting illegally and 
immorally — no matter what the state of our nation is. 

When all is said and done. Bill Clinton will likely have sur¬ 
vived this scandal but not before doing extensive political 
damage to himself and to his party. No one wants to see 
our country go through the impeachment of a presi- 
dent. After all, consider the alternative. 

So, as the first lady would say and has said numer¬ 
ous times. 



mi 


Mark Anderson is a student at 
LSUS. He is a sophomore major¬ 
ing in political science. His col¬ 
umn will appear weekly. Write him 
in care of the Almagest, BH344, 
or almagest@pilot.lsus.edu 


“Let’s all just 
take a deeeeeep 
breath,” and 
thank God for 
democracy. 







By MaKayla J. Sibley 

t was Waco, Texas during the David Koresh 
crisis. I was there to cover the story with other 
fellow broadcast journalism wanna-be’s from 
our high school journalism department. I was 
eighteen and desperately wanted to be the next 
Barbara Walters. 

The closest we ever actually got to the com¬ 
pound was mingling with other journalists from 
around the world. I could have died at that moment 
and never been happier in my life. We were able to 
play with “night vision” cameras, assist a reporter 
from Spain, and interview Charles Jaco, one of the 
famous news-hounds from Desert Storm. My high¬ 
light though, was visiting one-on-one with Bonnie Anderson from CNN. I 
asked her to give me the inside scoop on a reporter’s life. She assured me I 
would travel frequently and come to know my luggage tags like a best friend. 
I could handle that. Then she got to the nitty-gritty statement that changed 
the rest of my life. 

“You must believe the people have a right to know everything.” she stat¬ 
ed flatly. 

“Everything?” I asked. 

“Everything." 

“Every minute detail?” I questioned further, 

“Every minute detail.” she replied. 

“Even what the President was doing at twelve years old in the bathroom 
while his father was pounding on the door, saying ‘get out!’” 

“Everything.” 

O.K. So that last part’s not true, but as a columnist, it’s not my job to 
report the facts. But everything else is true and her statement had unbeliev¬ 
ably profound effect on me. I didn’t believe the people needed to know 
absolutely everything. I tried to believe it, but I couldn’t. After my conver¬ 
sation with Ms. Anderson, I finished the year out and packed up my camera 
and clipboard, never to return to the glamorized world known as media Now 
I have changed paths to the more noble profession of law. (Insert laughter 
here). 

Now I am not a hypocrite, as some may believe. Never once have you seen 
me roaming around the campus reporting the news. I merely comment on the 
news; the same as any one of you do amongst friends at the bar. Sure, most 
things are indeed need-to-know information, but many are not. Quite a few 
times the media can turn into vultures. The paparazzi stalks celebrities until 
it leads to murder. One more photograph; one more quote. But before I get 
people really angry, let me clarify. I realize the paparazzi are in a class by 
themselves and many journalists do not consider them any higher than the 
aforementioned vultures. But this constant camera and microphone in the 
face has got to stop. 

O.K. We deserve to know what’s going on, but do we really need to know 
the brand of toilet paper someone uses or what goes on in the bedroom? 
Reporters were so desperate for a story somewhere, that they tried to 
interview the President’s so-called former lover’s, ex-boyfriend’s wife. 
That sounds like a description from a soap opera, but it’s true. All we want 
is something to gossip about; as if we are sinless people ourselves, with 
absolutely no skeletons in our own closets. We should look in the mir¬ 
ror first, before attacking others. We expect our President to be with¬ 
out flaws, yet forget he is the same as one of us. And please, someone 
tell me, what in the name of Thomas Jefferson does adultery have to do 
with running a country? Does it mean that if someone is unfaith¬ 
ful in love that they will become thieves, serial killers, or 
Republicans? (That’s a joke, people.) I will bid adieu now 
and leave you with a bit of homework. 1 challenge you to 
answer the question. What does adultery have to do with 
running a country? ■ 

Lick it, stamp it, and MaKayla J. Sibley is a student at 
drop it in die mail LSUS. She is a junior majoring 
So. farewell my U1 political science. Her column 
friends, til next we W ‘U appear weekly. Write her in 
meet again. care of the Almagest, BH344, 

or almagest@pilot.lsus.edu 
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Upcoming^® Activities 

♦Friday February 6 at 7:30 
p.m. in UC Theater: 

Tavis Smiley, host of BET 
Talk 

♦Monday February 9 at 7:30 
p.m. in UC Theater: 

Chinese Golden Acrobats 
♦Wednesday February 11 at 
7:30 p.m. in UC Theater: 
Creative Dating Seminar 
■All events are worth one 
scholarship point for the 
Student Success Series. 

■For more info, call the 
Student Activities at 797-5393. 


Colleagues & 
The LSUS Office 
of Student Activities 


present 


Tavis Smiley 

host of BET Talk 

Friday, Feb. 6 
@ 7:30 p.m. 
LSUS University 
Center Theater 

Admission: 
FREE for LSUS 
students w/ ID. $5 
for general public 

Tickets on sale 
to public in the 
LSUS Bookstore 
For more info, 
please call 
797-5393 



Baseball season takes 
off on Valentine’s Day 

Brian Allen 
Sport Column 

What a difference a year makes. This time last year, 
baseball was one of the three LSUS sports, struggling 
to stay afloat while contending in the Big State 
Conference. 

Now, Pilot baseball is LSUS’ athletic program, and 
living a nomadic existence as an independent competi¬ 
tor. But under new Coach Kit Laird, Pilot baseball 
boasts its biggest roster ever 34 players deep with 
players from as far away as Ontario, Canada. 

Many of these were players Laird recruited from his 
previous coaching job at Kansas Newman College. It’s 
a bold new beginning for Pilot baseball, highlighted by 
a Feb. 17 game in Baton Rouge against perennial 
NCAA baseball powerhouse LSU. This game was a 
major recruiting tool, and will give the program a 
chance to gauge its progress. 

There also games scheduled against local rivals 
Centenary and Louisiana Tech as the program tries to 
gamer more local attention. 

The season begins Feb. 6 as the Pilots travel to New 
Orleans to play Loyola University in a nine-inning 
game. Most of LSUS’ games consist of two seven¬ 
inning contests so the concept of increased depth and 
multiple double-headers may help the team build 
endurance. 

The season ends April 27, and the Sectional Playoffs 
will take place from April 29 - May 2. The Pilots are 
looking to repeat and improve on last year’s playoff 
appearance. 

Your first opportunity to look at the new pilots 
comes on Valentine’s Day, Sat. Feb. 14 when LSUS 
hosts East Texas Baptist University for two seven¬ 
inning games starting at 1 p.m. Admission is free to 
students with valid I.D. 


A support group is now forming to 
provide an opportunity for personal 
growth and to increase peer/campus 
awareness of issues related to disabili¬ 
ties. 

This group is open to student with 
disabilities and non-disabled students. 
This will be an opportunity for stu¬ 
dents to meet and get to know each 
other who may be experiencing simi¬ 
lar issues in their lives. 

Please join us and share strategies 
for dealing with these issues at school, 
as you transition into a career, and in 
relationships. 

Disabilities Awareness Group is free 
service offered through the Student 
Development and Counseling Center 
(797-5365). Our first meeting will be 
held on Thursday, February 5, at 
10:30 a.m. in the UC, Webster Room. 
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4 YEARS OF COLLEGE AND YOUR 
BEST OFFER IS $22,500 A YEAR! 

Unfortunitely for you, 
most employers in today’s job 
market are in the driver’s seat. 

There are an abundance of 
candidates for a few positions... 

Therefore, they don’t have 
to pay big bucks! 

We would like to pay you 
$450,000, plus a job 
in the next three years! 

We’ve got both the opportunity 
and the training to make those 
two things happen. 

This is no multilevel marketing gimmick. 

This is for real! 

Call Chad Denton at 800-770-6488. 


WE'LL MY YOU TO HAVE 
EXCITING WEEKENDS. 

The Army Reserve will give you weekend excitement like 
you’ve never had before, and you can earn more than $18,000 
while you’re enjoying yourseif during a standard enlistment 
Think about it On a part-time basis, usually one weekend a 
month plus two weeks’ Annual Training, you could earn good 
pay, have a good time, make good friends and even be entitled 
to good benefits and opportunities to get money for education. 
You’ll also be getting hands-on training in a skill that will 
last you a lifetime. 

Army Reserve knows how to make weekends inter¬ 
esting. Are you interested? 

Think about it Then think about us. Then call: 

( 318 ) 688-9781 ( 318 ) 742-2495 

BE ALL YOU CAN BE! 

ARMY RESERVE 
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Accounting Club 
Meets: 3rd Wed. of each 
month, noon, BE216. 
Activities: Speakers, 
Networking, Scholarships, 
Volunteer Tax Assistance, 
Campus Activities. Contact: 
Accounting dept., college of 
business. 

ACJS/Latnbda Alpha 
Epsilon 

Meets: 1st and 3rd Tue. 
Activities: Various communi¬ 
ty activities, speakers on law 
enforcement ops. Contact: Dr. 
Bernadette Palombo 797- 
5343, or Richard Georgia 
797-5078. 

American Humanics 
Meets: TBA, 

Contact. Bettv Allen, 795- 
4230. 

Biology Club 

Meets: twice a month, SC228. 
Activities: Social events, car¬ 
reer seminars, fundraisers, 
community and campus ser¬ 
vice projects. Contact: Dr. 
Beverly Burden, 797-5088, 
bbrden@pilot.lsus.edu. 
Campus Ministry 
Meets: 1st and 3rd Tue 10:30 
a.m., UC Pilots Room. 
Activities: devotionals, pro¬ 
grams, service projects. 
Contact: Toni Bishop, 798- 
8837 Betsy Eaves, 869-5024. 


Catholic Student Union 

Meets: Twice a month 
Activities: Community ser¬ 
vice, social events, fundrais¬ 
ers. Contact: Joseph Holubek, 
868-6104. 

Colleagues 
Meets: Twice a month, 
@10:30 a.m. in UC, Webster 
Room, dates TBA. Activities: 
Community Service, Social 
events, fundraisers, campus 
service projects, raiding funds 
for a minority scholarship. 
Contact: Tamara Flentrov, 
797-5393, or 635-5686. Open 

to everyone. 

Chemistry Club 
Meets; 1st Thu of each 
month. Activities: group 
Contact: Dr. Gustavson, 797- 
5091. 

Drama Club 

Meets: Tue, Thu, 10:30 a.m., 
BH330. Activities: Dramatic 
production, first hand infor¬ 
mation on auditions in local 
productions, volunteer work. 
Contact: Joigi Jarzabek. 797- 
5228. 

English Club 

Meets: 3rd Thu of each 
month. Activities: Booksale, 
guest speakers, social activi¬ 
ties. Contact: Dr. Thomas 
Dubose, BH251, or Patty 
Lenox, 869-3251. 


Health and P.E. Club 
Meets: Tue&Thu 10:30 a.m. 
Activities: Almost Anything 
Goes for LSUS, judge field 
days for elementary schools. 
Contact: Maxie Foster, 797- 
7294. 

History Club 

Meets: First Thu of each 
month, at 10.30 a.m. in 
BH446. Contact: Dr. Finley or 
Michael Modiea, 747-4736. 
International Club 
Meets: 3rd Thu of each 
month, 10:30 a.m., in BH242 
(Foreign Language 
Multimedia Lab). Activities: 
Guest speakers, films, travel 
and foreign exchange infor¬ 
mation, International Food 
Festival, community service. 
Contact: Joe Patrick. 797- 
5390. 

Japanese Cultural Society 

Meets :2nd and 4th Tue of 
each month. Activities: 
demonstrations, discussions. 
Contact: Emi Wamsley. 861- 
7482, BH238, BH241X 
Louisiana Association of 
Educators 

Meets: 3rd Thu of each 
month. Activities: Student 
teacher tea, speakers, book- 
fair, workshops, and service 
projects. Contact: Melissa 
Jones, 746-0597, e-mail: 


clayandmi ssy@msn .com 

Math Club 

Meets: 2nd and 4th Tue of 
each month, 10:30 a.m., 
BH405, Activities: Group 
activities. Science Olympiad, 
Viro-Wars Tournament. 
Contact: Dr. Mabry or Dr. 
Covington. 

MBA Association 
Meets: Once a month 
Activities: seminars with 
guest speakers on career plan¬ 
ning and resume writing, 
social activities. Contact: 
Director of Graduate Studies, 
College of Business. 
Psychology Club 
Meets: 1st and 3rd Thurs. 
Monthly, 10:30, BE342. 
Activities: Community" ser¬ 
vice, social events, speakers, 
fundraisers. Contact: Michelle 
Hebert, 798-4023. 

Public Relations Student 
Society of America 
Meets: Monthly, Thu, 
10:30a.m. Activities: 
Volunteer work, contact with 
PRSA, seminars, speakers, 
workshops. Contact: 797- 
5375. 

Rotorac 

Meets: Two meetings per 
month. Activities: Students 
service organization, one ser¬ 
vice project per semester, lun¬ 


cheons. Contact: Dr. Paul 
Merkie, 797-5240. 

Society of Professional 
Journalists, 

Sigma Delta Chi 
Meets: Thu, 10:30a.m. 
Activities: guest speakers and 
field trips on topics related to 
journalism, socials. Contact: 
Rita Uotila, 795-3319, or 797- 
5328. 

Society for Resource 
Management 

Meets; BE 104. Activities: 
Speaker meetings, prof, chap¬ 
ter meetings, various activi¬ 
ties. Contact: Brigitte 
Gillespie, 868-0128. 
Sociology/Social Work Club 
Meets: BH361. Contact: Ms. 
Kenna Franklin or David 
O’Neal, 424-7332 
Student Government 
Association, SGA 
Meets: Every Mon 6:30 p.m., 
DeSoto. Open to everyone. 
Contact: Bridgette Wilder, 
797-5342. 

To add, or to make an 
update to the Student 
Organizations -list, contact 
Almagest office, BH344, 
tel. 797-5328. fax 797- 
5132, e-mail, 
almagest@pilot. Isus. edu 
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By Rita Uotila 

. com 


T his week’s winner could 
get the wackiest-web-site- 
of-the-week-title. 1 know 
many others remain, and 
probably better left undiscovered, 
but I just have to share with you this 
one. 

You might think Air Sickness 
Bag Virtual Museum is a waste of 
time to visit, but there are always 
two sides to every 1 issue. So, what 
will you gain by visiting this web 
site? Well, quite frankly, anything 
you do afterwards, won't feel like a 
waste of your time, and next time 
your computer comes to an halt, you 
know what ‘bags’ are on its way. 

The curator, Steven J. 
Slickpicklehamburger (no, not a 
typo) has taken extra care collecting 
the material and, seems to me, his 
list of airline barf-bags is quite 
complete. Joke or not, the fact is 
that someone took the time to build 
this site, and evidently was determi¬ 
nate to get most of ‘vom-bags 1 from 
Aero Peru to Dragon Air. Never 
himself been out of North America, 
Slickpicklehamburger (the name 
kind of creates nausea itself) makes 


a request for traveling folks to 
"snatch" bags and send them for his 
collection Even sick-bag models 

! ;et updated every so often, I 
earned, and Slickpicklehamburger 
would thus appreciate a new- jewel 
to his collections. 

As if a declaration of sanity, (or 
maybe for a surfer who develops a 
liking for the subject and wants to 
relate,) a list of about twenty other 
people supposedly collecting air 
sickness bags is included. 

You may think this is the only air 
sickness bag collection surfing in 
the cyber space. But Vomitonum, 
another dedicated collector’s site, 
even selects a sick-bag-of-the- 
montb These sites, and listings of 
other junk people collect, such as 
banana stickers, can be found under, 
www.looksmart.com. The address is* 
grossly misleading, but tons of 
other sites are located under this 
index. 

Slickpicklehamburger states his 
problem is lack of web space for his 
V-bags, but anticipates this matter 
be remedied in the future. 

Is this sick or what? 



Feb. 5—AIDS Program @ Caddo Bossier Rm. 

Feb. 5 — Last day to receive 40 percent refund for dropped cours¬ 
es or resignations. 

Feb. 6 — Student Organizations Council Meeting @ noon in the 
Webster Room in UC. 

Feb. 6 — Tavis Smiley, host of BET Talk, @ 7:30 p.m. in the UC 
Theater. 

Feb. 9 — Chinese Acrobats @ 7:30 p.m. in the UC Theater. 

Feb. 10 — Chattin’ with the Chancellor @ 10:30 a.m. in LA A&B. 

Feb. 11 — Creative Dating Lecture @ 7:30 p.m. in the UC 
Theather. 

Feb. 12 — Public Relations Student Society of America, PRSSA 
Meeting, During Common Hour @ BH342. Refreshments will 
be served. Everybody welcome! 

Feb. 14 — Guest Speaker Harold Holzer from the Metropolitan 
Museum of Arts: 'The Image of Abraham Lincoln as 
Commandeer-in-Chief @ 10 a.m. in the UC Theather. Free 
and open to public.Sponsored by LSUS American Studies. 

Feb. 17 — Alcohol Awareness Program @ Caddo Bossier Rm. 

Feb. 17 — Jane Elliott: Pioneer Blue-Eyed/Brown-Eyed diversity 
exercise @ 7 p.m. in the UC Theather, 

Feb. 20 — Craig Karges: ESP Mentalist @ 7:30 p.m.in the UC 
Theater. 

Feb. 19 — Preparing you taxes @ Caddo Bossier Rm. 

Feb. 20 — Last day to register for Proficiency Exam! 

















